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claim which lie derived from Richard's final disposition of his
states was strengthened by the support of the queen mother,
and the adherence of a numerous party which he had propiti-
ated during the late reign ; and the absence of any feeling in
favour of Arthur left the great ministers, and the baronage
generally, no other course than to accept him as king. He, like
Richard, issued no coronation charter, but took the usual oaths.

The administration of the country was managed by Arch-
bishop Hubert and Geoffrey Fitz-Peter the Justiciar, during '
John's early years, on the same principles as it had been during
Richard's reign ; it is to them that we must ascribe the main-
tenance of such constitutional forms as continued to exist, and
of the peace of England. The amount of restraint which they
exercised on John may be calculated, if we consider that imme-
diately on the death of Hubert his quarrel with the Church
broke out, whilst the death of the Justiciar in 1213 coincides
with the beginning of the national struggle for liberty under the
barons. But these ministers were not able to control altogether
the tyrannical instincts of the king. His constant presence in
England and his interference with the machinery of adminis-
tration prevented them from combining, as they had done in
Richard's reign, heavy taxation with the use and development
of principles of self-government; and from standing between
the people and the king, at the cost of their own popularity.
Close acquaintance with John disgusted the English, who had
not realized the more distant faults of Richard.

Independently, however, of personal considerations, the
reign was a critical one. That of Richard had witnessed the
separation of the royal interest from that of the people ; that
of John brought the interest of the people into the closest
harmony with that of the baronage. The baronage was now
composed, to a very great extent, of men whose fortunes had
been made under the influence of Henry II, whose traditions
were opposed to feudalism, and whose relations with Normandy
were much less close than those of the older nobility The